“He even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak”
Introduction to the Worship Service

The proposed worship service is an adaptation of the service prepared by the local churches in Umlazi, and intended for young people. It begins with an invitation to silence, not the silence which oppresses, but that which allows us, in stillness, to hear the voice of God, and to hear the pain of the world and its peoples. The liturgy of the word is intended to evoke the principal topics developed in the Introduction to the Theme, revolving around St Paul’s meditation on the body of Christ in 1 Cor 12 and the healing recorded in Mark 7:31-37.

Reflecting a South African style of worship, the outline presents the possibility of symbolic actions, testimonies and prayers for healing which could be carried out during the celebration, thus offering different ways of drawing into the assembly’s prayer those persons in the local community whose voices are not being heard or who are suffering. The intercessions flow out of a trinitarian framework, drawing together prayers for Christian unity and prayers for those both on a local and an international level who are in greatest need.

For the reading of the word of God, the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible is

recommended.

Order of Worship

He makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak (Mk 7: 37)

Leader: L

Reader: R

All: A

Welcome and presentation of the worship service

L: Dear friends in Christ, we are gathered here together, members of the one body, to

listen to what God wants to say to us not only through his word but also through our sisters and brothers, silent in their suffering. This year, Christians in South Africa, living in a particularly difficult local situation, have felt a compelling need to call us in the name of Christ to break silence – all forms of silence complicit in the suffering of human beings.  Will this message not be even more powerful and prophetic if it comes from

Christians of different confessions speaking and acting together?

Christians of various churches who have come together for this worship service, let us

hear the call of the Lord:

· To be conscious of our guilty silence faced with extreme suffering, and together, to

repent;

· To pray for God’s blessing on all and in particular upon those who share in the

suffering and rejection of Christ;

· To raise our voices together, for and with those who have no voice, that we may

witness together to Christ, who made the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.

Hymn/Chant

From the beginning of the hymn or chant, sung in the manner of Taizé or Iona, it is suggested that in order to create the appropriate atmosphere for the moment of silence which follows, a large cross should be carried in by four young persons and laid on the floor, whereupon they would stand around it, praying silently. The singing will give way to the following introduction to the moment of silence. It would also be possible to lead the congregation into the moment’s silence with a few bars of music.

Introduction to the moment of silence

L: Let us keep silence before God…silent within ourselves…opening our hearts to the

silence of our sisters and brothers living in suffering: “if one member suffers, all suffer

together” (1 Cor 12: 26).

May our ears be opened by this silence in communion with those whose voice we do

not hear, either because they keep silent or they are silenced. Let us hear the call of Christ

rather than remain deaf. He teaches that we should allow ourselves, like him, to feel the

suffering of others, placing us firmly as Christians of all confessions before our common

responsibilities.

Three minutes of silence.

Song/chant/hymn

The hymn of introduction to the moment of silence is taken up again by a soloist, singing

gradually louder. Then the whole congregation joins in.

Prayer:

L: O God who reigns in heavenly splendour, you have broken the silence through the

revelation of your Word, Jesus Christ, who came forth from the heart of your silence and was hidden from the Prince of this world.

Open our eyes that we may see Jesus, the star who dispels our shadows;

Open our ears that we might hear the voices muffled in the silence of millions, those

voices muffled by the trials and suffering of this transient world.

Open our hearts that we may know how to respond to the pain of those who suffer

among us, as the woman of Bethany pouring perfume on Jesus’ head, and like Simon of

Cyrene who without complaint carried your Son’s cross, reduced to silence by those who

attacked him.

Assembled here together, we shatter the silence with the words of the prayer which

Jesus taught us.

A. Our Father (each in his or her own language)

The Word Of God

1 Samuel 1: 1-18. Hannah, a surfeit of sorrow

(Read by four people; one reads the narrative, another the words of Elkanah, a third the

words of Hannah and a fourth, the words of Eli.)

Psalm 28: 1-2 ; 6-9. Lord, …my rock, do not refuse to hear me

(read by a young person)

1 Corinthians 12: 12-29. If one member suffers, all suffer.

(Alleluia: sung)

Mark 7: 31-37. Christ makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.

(Children and young people present could mime the passage from Mark 7: 31-37. This

healing incident could also be interpreted by dance.)

Sermon

Confession of Faith: Nicene or Apostles creed

Confession of Sins – Forgiveness – Sign of Peace

L: God is more ready to forgive our sins than we are to confess them.

Let us come then before God to acknowledge the weight of our sins. Has Jesus not

promised to give rest to those who are heavy laden? May we also make known to him our

suffering at seeing the sin of the churches, still too divided to come with any force to the aid of the weak, the little ones, and those without voice who are so dear to the heart of your son, Jesus:

“ …for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to

drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, I was naked and you did not give me

clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” (Mt 25: 42-43)

One after the other, groups of people could bring forward objects, pictures, photographs or drawings which evoke situations where members of the local Christian churches stayed silent – indifferent, or unable to speak with one voice and act together - for example in the case of battered women, abused children, Aids orphans, etc (as the ecumenical group from South Africa which proposes the theme for this year emphasizes in its own context).  Each group of people comes forward in silence and places before the congregation and at the foot of the cross previously brought in, objects, pictures or

photographs;

- One person testifies to silence kept too long and/or the share of responsibility in

this situation of suffering caused by sin;

- Then another of the same group says aloud:

“Lord we have not seen you in the suffering of our brothers and sisters.”

(Appropriate moment of silence between each group.)

L: God of mercy, in your Son you offer us unconditional forgiveness for the sins we truly

confess. Grant us your pardon for those sins which we acknowledge and those we do not

have the courage to confront:

When, by our actions we have impeded your will;

When, through our indifference to others we have taken away their hope;

When, through indifference to the obedience of your laws and through weakness we

have not responded in the way you wished, either personally or as communities.

Come to us in your mercy, to repair our broken lives and to hasten the hour of full

communion among us, in the name of the love of Jesus Christ. Amen.

L. “If anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous”

(1 Jn 2: 2) and “Your sins are forgiven on account of his name” (1 Jn 2:12).

L: We have opened our hearts to that pardon for our sins which gives us peace, so let us

now give to each other the peace of Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Music might be played or a choir sing while the members of the congregation exchange the sign of peace.

Intercessions

L: God of grace, our creator, God of mercy, our saviour, merciful God, our help, who

knows what we need before we ask it, we praise you for your creation, for salvation and your unceasing compassion for us.

Heal us, heal our churches of their deafness, that together we may more clearly hear

the sound of your voice in the silence of the poor and suffering.

We pray for your still-divided church spread through all the world and charged with

the proclamation of the Christ, Light of the Nations.

Breathe into us the desire to work without ceasing for that Christian unity which is

your desire and grant that nothing will overcome our search for that unity for which Jesus

prayed.

In the same way that he did not consider himself the equal of God the Father, but

denied his true nature, let us not cling to that which obstructs us on our common pilgrimage towards full communion.

R. 1: Creator God, in your love you created us for yourself, and our hearts will have

no respite until they find their rest in you.

All: Give us your assurance that nothing will separate us from your love.

R. 2: God our shepherd, you called us from the shadows into your marvellous light.

Make us to shine as children of light.

All: Shine, Lord, shine. Shine in our lives.

R. 3: God our Father, who takes infinite care of each of us, make us attentive to the

needs of others.

All: In your loving kindness teach us to take others into our arms, as you have

taken us into your arms in Jesus Christ, and strengthen our common

witness as Christians in favour of justice, compassion and pardon.

R. 4: Jesus, Word of the Father, you have striven to break all forms of guilty silence.

All: Give us the courage to uphold all those who in our assembled communities

and in your name make heard the voices of those without voice; that

a real ecumenism of life might provide relief for those in distress and comfort

for those who grieve the premature death of loved ones.

R. 5: Jesus, friend of the poor and of strangers, you have held out your hand to

lead all who were far away to your grace and salvation.

All: May those who feel like strangers find comfort and signs of your presence

in our communities of faith.

R. 6: Jesus, sent by the Father, you have called your disciples to announce the

gospel and to be instruments of transformation in this world together.

All: Help us - that the vision of a world transformed may fire the

imagination of all believers!

R. 7: Holy Spirit, giver of life, may we continually be nourished by your life giving power.

All: Through your presence among us, give power to those who are

powerless and help us to give a voice to those who are voiceless.

R. 8: Holy Spirit, who leads us to unity, give to the leaders of our

faith communities unshakeable zeal in their efforts towards unity.

All: Hear our prayers, open new ways for your church to be united.

R. 9: Holy Spirit, who leads us to the whole truth and makes straight that

which is crooked, inspire all those who exercise a role in government.

All: Grant them the desire to ensure that the needs of the poor, the humble

and the weak without voice are a priority; and guard them from all

temptation so that their integrity is preserved from all corruption.

R. 10: O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one in three persons.

All: Be with us and break down the walls which separate us. Bring us

together in Christ through your Spirit.

L: Merciful God of love, who sees all things, and whose kindness is beyond all measure;

who in breaking the silence approached us before we approached you, so proving your

love for us in Jesus Christ your only son, born of the Virgin Mary: We lift up our

prayers to you! Be with all humanity. Look kindly upon our churches whom you call

to join together in reflecting in everyday life the merciful and kindly love of your son

Jesus Christ, God with us for ever and ever. Amen.

Chant: Preferably the Magnificat or the Beatitudes for their appropriateness to the theme.

God uplifts and blesses the humble and silent.

Witness, Blessing and Words of Consolation

At this point people or groups - particularly ecumenical groups - engaged in the fight against the Aids pandemic, or violence against women and children, malnutrition, etc. could testify to their acts of solidarity.

L: “As you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family,

you did it to me.” Mt 25: 40

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and

I will give you rest.” Mt 11: 28

Dear friends, these words of Christ apply to each and every one of us. Christ is close to us in the heart of our actions, including our ecumenical actions, as well as in the suffering of the sick, the solitude and discouragement of many of us. He supports us in our weakness. He is our consolation and blessing.

The ministers and representatives of the churches present come forward before the assembly

for the prayer and act of benediction.

L. Blessed be the Lord our God for the love which you have shown us

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

In him who loved us we are conquerors over hardship, distress, persecution,

famine, nakedness, peril and the sword.

In the silence of abandonment and solitude, of sickness and death,

pour out the riches of your blessing, that we may be ever more faithful to serve you

in our sisters and brothers, and that our joy to do your will be ever greater.

We bless you and glorify you, for you listen to the silence of our hearts.

You act within us with power, healing us and leading us to speak in the name of Jesus, your Son.

Send us into the world to carry out your will and to break down the walls of silence which separate us.

May we witness to you, our only Saviour, being ever more united by “one faith and one baptism”.

And may we grow in grace and in the peace of God which passes all understanding,

that your name may be glorified.

Amen.

(See Alternative Order on following page)

Final blessing:

L. May the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord,

The love of God the Father

and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you/us always.

(Response to “with you”: and with your spirit.)

Words and act of dismissal:

As a sign of God’s blessing, of the consolation of his word and his presence, as the

congregation disperses, each person might receive a drop of perfume into his or her hands to pass this to others - a tradition in Orthodox churches.

(The offering can be taken as the congregation leaves. It might be used to respond to the

particular needs of those who are reduced to silence.)

Instead of this time of witnessing, of blessing and consolation, congregations might prefer the following proposal which consists of praying over each person who comes forward personally The worship leader invites representatives of the churches present (chosen before the worship service and to whom this has been suggested) to come to his/her side to pray for those who desire the prayers of his/her brothers and sisters in the faith.

Reading of Romans 8: 31-39 from “If God is for us…”

L: Sisters and brothers, truly “nothing can separate us from the love of God manifest in

Jesus Christ” so that if there are any among us who suffer particularly from the burden of

sickness, the feeling of being abandoned or misunderstood in suffering or solitude to the point of being unable to find peace, they should not hesitate to come forward to confide his or her suffering and so that we can pray for and with them, if they so wish.

We can also pray for friends and people known to us, afflicted by suffering, sickness

or discouragement.

During this time, let us pray together that the consolation of Christ is made known to

all of these sisters and brothers.

The people come forward – background music plays during this time.

Those who have been designated, welcome them, listen to them and pray over them and with

them, making – for example – the gesture of putting a hand on their shoulder.

Alternative order:

Instead of this time of witnessing, of blessing and consolation, congregations might prefer the following proposal which consists of praying over each person who comes forward personally.

The worship leader invites representatives of the churches present (chosen before the

worship service and to whom this has been suggested) to come to his/her side to pray for

those who desire the prayers of his/her brothers and sisters in the faith.

Reading of Romans 8: 31-39 from “If God is for us…”

L: Sisters and brothers, truly “nothing can separate us from the love of God manifest in

Jesus Christ” so that if there are any among us who suffer particularly from the burden of

sickness, the feeling of being abandoned or misunderstood in suffering or solitude to the

point of being unable to find peace, they should not hesitate to come forward to confide their suffering and so that we can pray for and with them, if they so wish.

We can also pray for friends and people known to us, afflicted by suffering, sickness

or discouragement.

During this time, let us pray together that the consolation of Christ is made known to

all of these sisters and brothers.

The people come forward – background music plays.

Those who have been designated welcome them, listen to them and pray over them and with them, making – for example – the gesture of putting a hand on their shoulder.
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